
Track Information Planetoid 

Carmine Basalt.  

Timbre is defined in the Musical Dictionaries as Tone Colour the distinction between one singer 
or instrument from another. 
 
Carmine Basalt is a music piece showing variances in Timbre. Carmine is a vivid crimson 
colour, Rose like in Colour and smooth to touch and feel whereas Basalt is a dark fine-grained 
volcanic rock that sometimes displays a columnar structure. So Carmine Basalt is a bright and 
dark musical feel with coarse and fine focused rudiments and expression. 
 
The Shakers are soft and fast, the Clapping represents coarseness and the Cow bells represent 
the Basalt, the Kanagu cuts through it like a torpedo in the water, gushes through the groove to 
create some lovely cross rhythms. 
 
Carmine Basalt is based on Venezuelan Carnival Rhythms, Cascara & Clave with questions 
being asked by the Miranda and answered by the Kubano’s with statements made by the 
agogos. 
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Choora Douay 

The Choora is the knife of the Mahsud, a tribe of the Khyber pass area between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. This dagger is a member of the family of knives known by various names. 
Although this knife is believed to be from Afghanistan, the same type of knife, 
 
Legend says that the makers of these traditional weapons grew tired of strife trouble and war, 
they turned their hands to making bracelets, bangles and jewellery. 
 
Today the choora is usually red and white; sometimes the red bangles are replaced with 
another colour, but they are usually only two colours. They are traditionally made of ivory, 
traditionally worn by a bride on her wedding day and for a period after, especially in Punjabi 
Weddings. 
 
So we at Drumbelievables took two (Douay) Afghanistan & Pakistani Traditional Instruments 
and Rhythms and played rough organic rhythms, non syncopated and carved out a grove to 
symbolise, war into peace through music. And we hope you feel relaxed and at peace after 
hearing the Choora Douay. Meaning the Knife into Jewellery symbolising unity between Arab 
and Hindi. 
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Congo Marinade 
 
Congo is an African region known as The People's Republic in Central Africa, West of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo: formerly an overseas territory in French Equatorial Africa; 
now an independent member of the French Community. 
 
The conga drum and it's rhythms have origins in Africa and Cuba and thus, it is Afro-Cuban in 
origin. The conga is likely a descendant of one or more African drums, which were brought to 
Cuba, as well as the Cuban Cajon. The African predecessors likely include the Makuta, Ngoma, 
Yuka, Bembé and possibly Ashiko. 
 
In this piece we simply merge a host of Various different Conga’s, Congo’s, Congita’s using a 
liberally adapted original Conga Rhythm called a Congolese Rumba, also known as Rumba 
Lingala after its predominant language. But in Drumbelievables we give it it’s English 
Drumbelievables Phrasing, “teen-age mutant nin-ja turtles” 
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Da Bungle Shuffle. 

This is the first song in the album where we introduce Bass, Guitar, Keyboards and electronics . 
 
We are aiming to create a little joy and light fun where the Drum-believers from our gathering 
can take out their drum, put on some headphones and apply some of the cross rhythms they 
learned at our Gatherings to these extended music pieces. 
 
We don’t try to interpret this but leave it open to the listener. There is a host of shuffle rhythms 
for you to cross over on with any percussion or drum. Bungle happens to be my dog, who is 
very much fun, spontaneous and like this music piece unpredictable to keep you on your toes 
and help develop your playing. 
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Fulguran 

Fulgurant is a Latin vulgate word meaning, Flashing like lightning; dazzlingly bright. This drum 
and bass track was compiled to compliment the title of this album. The Flashing colours and 
sharp rotations reels the arbitrary refrains, the stays and shots are emblematic of explosions in 
the Cosmos. 
 
We hope you get your drum out and cross over your playing over the rifts and enjoy yourself. 
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Ghatam City 
 
The Ghatam is one of the most ancient percussion instruments of India. It is a clay pot with a 
narrow mouth. From the mouth, it slants outwards to form a ridge. Made mainly of clay backed 
with brass or copper filings with a small amount of iron filings, the pitch of the ghatam varies 
according to its size. The pitch can be slightly altered by the application of plasticine clay or 
water. 
 
I personally have done many projects in India, I have taken home with me some interesting 
Indian Instruments, this piece of music is to demonstrate what happens when East meets West, 
when a Westerner like myself plays instruments from the East with a Western Swing. 
 
We hope you enjoy the flavour and impression left by this piece of music, and hope that I have 
shown a little part of the culture of India from my various trips. I hope it has left an imprint on you 
and a desire to seek out Rhythms from other countries. 
 

Ibo Nadir 

Nadir, a term used in astronomy for the point in the heavens exactly opposite to the Zenith, the 
Zenith and Nadir being the two poles of the horizon. That is, the Zenith is directly overhead, the 
Nadir directly underfoot. 
 



Mixing the Contemporary Drum Kit 4/4 Rhythms with the Call and Respond Groves found in the 
Ibo Speaking Regions of Nigeria, using a subtle Ibo drum, intentionally overshadowed by the 
drum kit and with both deliberately distorted. Is to symbolise that we don’t entirely know in full 
what certain parts of the heavens sound like. But it very much relies on your own interpretation. 
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Kaganu Shot blast 

Shaping steel in a furnace and shaping them over an anvil to form Brazilian Agogo’s is an 
abrasive and noisy process. That aside, steel drums and Brazilian Agogog’s appear in this track 
but the main focus is the dominant choppy rhythms of the Kaganu. 
 
The kaganu is the smallest and highest pitched drum used by the Ewe, but its sound does 
incorporate some bass as well. It is around 20 inches tall. Like all Ewe drums, the kaganu has a 
drumhead made of antelope or deer skin.  
 
The body of the drum is made of wood and is often decorated with carvings. The kaganu is 
played with two long skinny wooden sticks, usually with the drummer sitting down. Like the 
Gankokui and Axatse, its pattern does not change for the duration of the piece.  
 
In Agahu, for example, the rhythm it plays are two notes on the upbeats. Because Agahu is 
played in 4/4 time, then the kaganu would play two notes on the "ands" of beats 1, 2, 3, and 4. 
The kaganu also gives energy and drive to the music. 
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Meridian Groove 

In Meridian Groove you will experience Different Sunrises from different Continents. The 
Timbre, tone colours, the hot the cold feels clashing off each other, symbolises that the flavour 
and culture of each continent's sun rise and sun set is different. We at Drumbelievables 
celebrate diversity and embrace it and this piece of Music is a testament to that. 
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Obnubilate 
 
The beginning of the track is obscure and uncertain intentionally to depict anxiety and 
depression, darkened or covered with or as if it were a cloud; obscure. Rhythm blows that 
negativity and uncertainty away. 
 
The meaning of obnubilate becomes clearer when you know that its ancestors are the Latin 
terms ob- (meaning "in the way") and nubes ("cloud"). It's a high-flown sounding word, which 
may be why it often turns up in texts by and about politicians. This has been true for a long time. 
In fact, when the U.S. Constitution was up for ratification, a 18th-Century Pennsylvania 
statesman James Wilson used obnubilate to calm fears that the president would have too much 
power: "Our first executive magistrate is not obnubilate behind the mysterious obscurity of 
counsellors…. He is the dignified, but accountable magistrate of a free and great people." 
 
In the same way the Word “Obnubilate” is rare in today's Modern language, so too are the rare 
chops and groves and odd meter beats in this piece. Something odd, obscure and odd meter is 
commonplace in Drumbelievables Gatherings because we embrace the unfamiliar, the rare, the 
original expressions in the drumming languages of the world. 
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Penumbra 

Quite often we will be drumming along in a Recreational Community Gathering, and 
occasionally as a person is led by their creativity and is encouraged to express themselves, 
often Penumbra’s burst out in the middle of a grove. These are welcome and encouraged. 
 
What is a Penumbra? It is a space of partial illumination (as in an eclipse) between the perfect 
shadow on all sides and the full light, so often in a middle of a grove someone will flam on a 
Timbali’s or on a high pitched drum, creating a shock, a burst or a visual insight into what’s 
happening in the music. Often known as a kick, a shove, or a Oh yeah emotional response in 
the piece of music. Often uplifting, very unpredictable, very thrilling and always encouraged. 
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Seven Sisters 

Pleiades, or Seven Sisters, a star cluster named for Pleiades (Greek mythology), the seven 
sisters who are companions of Artemis in Greek mythology, In Drumbelievables this piece is 
very interesting because it’s based on a seven part Ensemble. Involving seven world rhythms, 
and seven world instruments coming together to unite and create an array of cross rhythms. 
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Somatotype 

A somatotype is defined as a “quantitative overall appraisal of the present shape and 
composition of the human body.” Classifying different body types based on physique provides 
three generalized divisions of body types: endomorph, mesomorph, and ectomorph. 
 
In each Drumbelievables Gathering, there is individuals from alot of Ethnic Origins, Religions, 
Faiths and None. We welcome diversity, we welcome and encourage creativity and cultural 
expression at our gatherings. Hopefully you feel this sentiment and ethos echoed in this piece of 
music. 
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Stellar Carnival 

The Drumbelievables Branding and artwork throughout our history has always contained 
planets and stars in our artwork, It's intentional. Consider our custom made cajons, bodhrans, 
they are black into blue sunburst to represent Timbre and tone colour. The stars are symbolic 
that through Community Drumming you can reach for the stars, build confidence, conquer 
anxiety and depression.  
 
The multiple Stars in our artwork resemble diversity and stand alone as an individual and 
collectively as a team, where all the planets represent the different worlds cultures genres and 
instruments found at our Gatherings. 
 
We took this sentiment in this track to spend a bit of time on Brazilian Carnival music. Enjoy! 
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The Flams of Falsetto 

Flam, Two strokes on the side drum, with the first beat consisting of a short note and the second 
being a long one. One of the oldest rudiments. One soft ghosted note is played just before the 
main note, creating a "flam" effect. 
 
Falsetto, a method of voice production used by male singers, especially tenors, to sing notes 
higher than their normal range. Now you're wondering why there are no vocals in this track. Well 
it's an instrumental metaphor that Drumming is a language and that drums have pitch, volume, 
bass tones, mid Tones and Slap tones.  
 
Drums Voice is explored in this track as we aim to discover the pitch, the projection and the 
pace of the track accompanied by some joyful flams. 
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White Dwarf 

A white dwarf is what stars like the Sun become after they have exhausted their nuclear fuel. 
Near the end of its nuclear burning stage, this type of star expels most of its outer material, 
creating a planetary nebula. 
 
In drumming we often fatigue while playing and this is a moment when pushing on through is so 
vital to creativity and expression. 
 
Even a dying star has something to offer, and when you have a group of musicians, tired on tour 
you find that some of their best music comes out, because they are relying on muscle memory 
and experience to carry them. 
 
By practicing repetition and endurance in drum rudiments we get to a place where we play 
automatically when we get to that stage, music is euphoric, we're no longer playing by numbers 
counts, rudiments, but by sheer spirit. It's when music becomes alive, robust with strength, 
energy and feel. 
 



So yes even the aged, the infirm, the tired and the weary, like the dying dwarf star it can still be 
heard, still has something to bring, something to offer and something brilliant inside of them, 
facilitated and extracted through Recreational Community Drumming, which is what makes 
Drumbelievables unique and like no other. 
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